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Honkey nut! In the dark the 

sweeper decided to jam up 

the drive and it was hopeless 

trying to fix it in the dark so I 

chucked in the towel and 

took the sweeper home to fix 

it next morning. The drive 

was absolutely rock solid 

from the honkey nut jammed 

in the drive chain and I ended 

up having to punch it out 

with a cape chisel to get the 

machine moving again, 

but no rest, out to the 

track at 6.00 to start the 

sweeping again, looked 

good in the end but that 

was just the start of it. 

 

I got the cars loaded up 

ready to go out on Satur-

day and collected all of 

my goodies all the time 

considering how I was 

Thank god that's over, Tues-

day night I slept for 11 hours 

and woke up like a new man. 

 

The Caversham Fair week-

end was a very busy time for 

me and the hundreds of oth-

ers who pitched in to make it 

a success. 

 

Thursday I spent half the 

night driving the circuit with 

the road broom running at a 

steady 5 kms per hour suck-

ing up all the stones and de-

tritus collected over the last 2 

years since I swept it, its 3.4 

kms long and a pass covers 

about 2 meters of track and 

its 8+ meters wide so you do 

the maths and  see how many 

times I drove around the cir-

cuit, a good way to learn a 

circuit. I will tell you I know 

where every bump is, every 

tree close to the edge. I also 

know what it takes to stop a 

road sweeper too. A Bloody 
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NO THATS 

NOT  

HOONING 

Must teach all of those people at the 

VSCCï its a MORORKHANA not 

an Autokhana, apparently there is a 

difference! Don't know what it is but 

hey it held up proceedings until the 

paperwork was put right. Then again 

it must be a confusing thing for some 

drivers as the rules dictate that you 

drive around some witches hats in a 

particular order and then pull up in a 

box. Not some of them though. Any 

particular order for some! 

 

I wonder how some manage to drive 

to the corner shop if they can not 

remember how to drive around some 

witches hats. I guess some didn't care 

so long as they weren't running them 

over and others were just 

out having some fun. A 

nice touch by the Clerk of 

the Course at the start  

telling all that there was 

to be no HOONING! 

What do you call driving 

around a bunch of 

witches hats on a bitumen  

track as fast as you can? 

 

I was desperate to have a 

go in the little Renault 8 but alas they 

again didn't throw me the keys, Luke 

Whistler gave the Hurricane a work-

ing over and drove really well, Gra-

ham Cocks tried desperately to get 

the Cranston to win by entering it 

three times. Probably the best result 

was Eddie Melle splitting the times 

of the Lotus Eliseôs that ran in his 

Holden powered Bolwell, the HX 

wagon complete with the jacked up 

rear end amazes me, it was a top 10 

finisher. 

 

The oddity of the day was 

the electric MG TF. Fits in 

the What were they think-

ing category? Apparently it 

does about 150kmôs before 

it needs to have an after-

noon nap to recharge  its 

battery and for all intents 

and purpose looks like a 

TF. 

 

All good fun and harmless no wheels 

fell off , no cars broke down and the 

only damage I saw was a few egos 

get dented. Results are posted on the 

VSCC website 
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going to go as MC for the 

Saturday night function for 

Sir Jack, how do you deal 

with a guy with Sir Jacks 

reputation on the track, 

What if he is the same in 

real life away from the 

track. Why do they call 

him BLACK JACK? Is it 

his nature? Well he isn't as 

spritely as he was in his 

youth, the hearing a bit like 

mine! Damn this could be 

tricky?  

 

Well got all of the cars out 

to Caversham ready for 

Sunday and thought I 

would have the afternoon 

off as the track was organ-

ized, Ken Shuffs was run-

ning the Oshkosh water 

truck in the arvo to keep 

the dust down so every-

thing should be ok. Still 

not too sure about the Sir 

Jack MC duties. 

 

Saturday arvo and I made a 

few notes for the evening 

which wasn't too hard see-

ing as I know a fair bit 

about the History of Caver-

sham and the two AGPôs 

held there, Was time to go 

front and centre with Sir 

Jack, Three times world 

champion, jees this is a 

tough gig! 

 

Appearance is everything 

of course, so if you cannot 

do a good job you might as 

well look the part, so on 

with the expensive suit and 

the Harvard Tie complete 

with the Harvard hankie in 

the pocket!  

Off to Caversham to meet 

and greet. 

 

A bit shaky I'm afraid a 

couple of words of encour-

agement for Brigitte and 

half a pack of Winnie Reds 

and I was away. Now I got 

to tell you 

that I needn't 

worried Sir 

Jack even 

despite the 

obvious prob-

lems with age 

is really a 

great and accommodating 

guy. 

 

I must have quickly gained 

that impression because, 

whilst I had planned to 

question him over the Ar-

nold Glass 1962 incident I 

felt it better to grill him. 

Seems all had been for-

given between them over 

the famous crash at Caver-

sham, presented Sir Jack 

with the nose cone piece 

from the Brabham BT4 

with the compliments of 

Rob Stewart to which he 

duly responded that ñHe 

was looking for thatò well 

our Rob knew where it was 

as its been hanging around 

on a nail in Robôs shed for 

45+ years. Rob is now a 

little relived as he has got 

rid of some more rubbish 

out of the shed as he has 

now donated it to the club 

to help commemorate the 

occasion of Black Jacks 

visit and the naming of Sir 

Jack Brabham Reserveò 
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Group M, O,P,Q and R otherwise known as Formula Classic (You know the boys who prefer it up the back) held 

there first race under the Historic jurisdiction at Barbagallo during the V8 Supercar meeting. 

 

They put on a great show and turn of speed. They were expecting some support from the east which didnôt eventuate 

so it was a WA only grid and showed what can be done without any support from other states. This is a significant 

milestone as it was a National event and was a better show than the V8 support category I must say. 

 

Some brave puppies ran Formula Fðdôs in the event and did 

rather well considering that they must have been worried 

about the 130% rule! I think the fastest time I saw on the 

screen was a 55 sec lap so they all needed to do better than 

1:11 laps to stay in the fray. If some of the faster cars had got 

to their projected 51-52 second laps that would have been a 

different story. 

 

They had some failures 

throughout the weekend and 

spent plenty of time fid-

dling to keep the cars run-

ning, cylinder heads off, 

carbyôs in a million pieces, 

new engines, all sorts of 

things I donôt understand, Like putting venturis in backwards and soft heads at 

least thatôs what Neil said anyway. I think he was talking about the cars when he 

was on the soft head story!! Anyway they kept them running and were out there 

show boating for the cameras. 

 

The Chevron decided to vent the 

Block and that caused some havoc 

down at Kolb but was out of sight for 

the punters so it didnôt matter too 

much to the punters not that the 

owner will be rather cranky I am 

sure. The Lotus put on a good show 

when it popped a hose and painted 

the circuit green with black stripes, it 

ended without tears or a car in the 

wall thankfully. 

 

I was hoping for a Chevy white wash of all of the Historic events with the Cama-

ros flogging all comers in Group N but the Chevy powered Sports of Stubber couldnôt get around the Ralts in the rear 

engine group, but not without trying, it motors along though. Russel couldnôt get the Indy car to play the game but I 

think they best watch out when he does! Looks like a Stealth Bomber in its all black attire! 
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CLEM DWYER 2010 

Interested members of the 

Historic groups are making 

an approach to the Clubs to 

have a Historic race meet-

ing at the Clem Dwyer 

2010.  

 

The previous meetings 

have been contemporary 

meetings with some his-

toric classôs , however 

many feel that it needs to 

become our premier event 

and by doing so will bring 

back all of those cars 

which seem to have dwin-

dled away over the years. 

The important issue will be 

that we can again integrate 

regularity back into the 

meeting rather than have 

them on a separate. 

 

All other states run His-

toric meetings at there pre-

mier circuit , all except WA that 

is, our only full historic meeting 

is the 4x2 Collie Crown.  

 

There is a need for competitors 

and officials to support this 

move towards 

a His tor ic 

meeting, so if 

asked to assist 

I call upon you 

to put your 

shoulder to the 

wheel so to 

speak and help 

out. 

 

Two primary 

concerns are the organisation of 

the event and the level of partici-

pation by the groups. 

 

I see the following groups as 

being able to form grids at 

the event. 

 

Group N in two fields. 

Under 2000cc and over 

2000c. 

Group S for all sports cars 

Groups M.O.P. Q and R 

other wise known as the 

rear enders. 

Formula Fðd  

Front Engine Racing J,K 

and Lb 

Two fields of Regularity, 

Fast and Slow. 

 

If it was to be an all his-

toric meeting trying to in-

corpora te 

m o d e r n 

regular ity 

would have 

to be for-

feited. 

 

So please 

give it 

some con-

sideration 

and talk to 

the other 

g r o u p 

members and encourage 

them to work together to 

bring the Clem Dwyer 

back to life and make it the 

premier event it was and 

should always be. 

 

The event organisers will 

contact you soon seeking 

your support so please give 

your commitment. 

 

They will need some mon-

ies for sponsorship of the 

event so if you can put 

them in contact with a will-

ing supporter please yell 

long and loud. 

 

What was that I can't hear 

you!!!!  
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I will be a tad busy for the next few months doing 

the NZ preparation so if you don't hear from me 

you can see all of the latest developments on 

SPEEDWEST  

Poor old Stan 

Lost his toolõ 

Thatõs not all 

heõs lost! 

Found this 

great article 

in the 

esteemed 

publication 

Auto -Motive 

Vol 2 No 5 

Must be a 

good 

publication 

because its 

full of ads and 

costs $7.70 
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PAST EDITIONS  

Past editions of the Front Engine 

Racing News can be found  

HERE 


