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NO FLUFF HERE

Over the years | know the
readers of FERN have
grown accustom to read-
ing all of the facts and
scoops, no fluff and page
fillers here, so don't be-
lieve any of the FLUFF
coming out of the eastern
states publications about
the WA JKL contingents
performance at the New
Zealand Festival of Motor
Racing.

The facts are that we just
blew them away, our
Charlie Mitchell (Grandad
or ET to us) won the gong
for Early historics, those
Kiwis haven't changed
either, they substituted the
silver trophies for steel
and then took them back
under the pretence that
they are being engraved!!
Ed Farrar got a first place.
Well it was 21st but it was
a first none the less and
pretty good considering
the depth of international
cars and some of the eligi-
bility criteria. 1 must say
that we in Aus certainly
have the fairest criteria for
cars of the period.

Now onto the other facts
that need to be brought to
the light of day! Mrs Willis
if you are looking for your
best dressmaking scis-
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sors, well you might just
have to look closely at this
photo of young Dick in
action in the Pits at Hamp-
ton Downs. That's how
you make a head gasket
for a Cooper Dick!

| have a surplus of
Brownie points since tak-
ing Brigitte on holidays to
NZ and here is the proof,

\ -

FEBRUARY

yes that is me ironing
the hotels tea towels!

The results don't lie
either, here are just
some of the highlights

We beat the V8 pow-
ered Stanton Corvette,
lapping it twice in fact,
well it was broken
down but we lapped it,
| managed to pass the
401 Buick Nail
head powered
Old Yeller I, it
had spun out
at the time but
that's a pass
none the less
and I'm going
to count it on
my CV!
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VA=V \WAN D
FESIVAL
OF
MOTOR
RACING.

BRUCE McLAREN

| passed the OHV F--d of James
Elphick and a Cooper racing car
to boot, well it was a Cooper Nor-
ton but it was the factory genuine
article. In fact | even passed one
of the Zephyr Specials, not for
long but it was a pass.

Enough of the cold hard facts, lets
talk about NZ. Well for a country
that enjoys its heritage its differ-
ent, | mean what can you say of a
country that is proud of what it
does to sheep! You can even buy
a tee shirt that says it! Yes
ASheep Shaggero
lustrated instructions TOO.

Well they do things a little differ-
ent there is my point, but forget-
ting their infatuation with sheep
they are a good bunch of guys
and girls.

We were pitted away from the
Kiwib6s as we we
dercover pits, they got the pad-
docks but we all ventured down to
talk the talk with them and get a
look at their specials, they are
very simular in the engineering
inventiveness of the good old
Aussie specials. The Lycoming
Special of Ralph Smith which was
once driven by Bruce McLaren
was a mishmash of bits that de-
fied logic, but none the less went
like a rocket. Horizontally op-
posed 4 cyl. aero engine coupled
to a remote clutch which drove
through the output shaft of the
gear box to up the ratio and inde-
pendent rear end.

The low slung Ford powered spe-
cials Ace Il and the Zephyr
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> Lycoming Fuel injected e‘rl\gm{_

shared many components' and
was another recipe that went well
cambinirg s Maysicylitder hdads
on Zephyr engines mounted very
low in the chassis with chain
driven step drive to Skoda differ-
entials with independent rear ax-
les and disc brakes all round.

If you think this car looks familiar
then you were thinking of the

Bondly. Black and Number 13. It
started out life with a Vanguard
engine too, just like the Bondly
before getting the Zephyr engine
with  Mays cylinder head and
discs. Excluding the cars from
Australia the international contin-
gent were mainly factory racing
and sports cars. Coopers were
everywhere.
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T4506s,

your fastest lap time

T5 106 Hver 'thec;otg,lrgt'ig)rg3 gf the

Bristol, Cooper Mk5 and €vent. So a car that can

Mk 8 6 s add
Mi |l dr en
and you just about had
every kind of Cooper
ever built. Formula Jun-
jior ranks also had
bucket full's of them too!

The T45/52 of Rod Jolly
(Pommy) set the fastest
time of the meeting and
did it fly, sadly the Coo-
per of Roger Wills
which was an early
leader at Hampton
Downs went out of the
event at Pukekhoe after
a nasty kiss of the
Armco .

Which brings me to the

organisation of racing
which takes a little get-
ting used to for us Aus-
sies. Not that it was a
problem but the Kiwi
version of progressive
grids is based upon the
fastest lap time of the
meeting and not finish-
ing position, so when
you fight your way
through the pack to 12th
place from 26th as | did
your get pushed back
down the grid to your
position based upon

t o a quigk lapt n e
Coop &me o plways |k

goes ahead,
similarly if you
have a DNF or a
DNS you go
onto the grid
based upon
your best lap jkd
time, even if
they are pinged
for a penalty
they don't loose
grid  position.
Doesn't matter if you
spin and go to the back
they still grid according
to speed, this is good in
one respect that it
makes sure cars don't
get caught up but then it

also rewards bad driving
or poor starting.

The American contin-
gent was just pure Holly-
wood. Ernie and Elaine
Nagamatsu came with
two cars, OIld Yeller I,
the ex Carol Shelby

driven Buick Special
complete with a 401 Nalil
Head Buick V8 under
the bonnet and the
Kilpatrick  Porsche.
They were or should |
say are a lot of fun to be
around and a magnet to
the press. Ernie spends
all day with his sketch
book and talking to the
crowd, and they love it.
He is our newest best
friend and yes Ernie we
will come over and teach
you Yankees how to
drive next!

ERNI"E AND ELAI NE NAGA
PORSCHE AND OLD YELLER Il

oy v
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HAMPTON DOWNS

The new circuit at Hampton Downs is t

who we learned aren't used to rise and fall on a circuit, apparently Pukekhoe (and
about a 1 meter rise), was the only track with an incline until Hampton Downs was of
all the rest are flat, so given that nobody had raced at the circuit we were at an advan

q The Photo here show
- the drop into the hairpi
and there is a simula
fall into the right hander
at the end of the mai
straight, a bit like going
into Kolb from the top of
the hill at Barbagallo,
the hairpin is very tight
but the entry would be
20 meters wide. It does
sucker in some who tr
the inside line for over-
taking as can be seen b
the skid marks on th
road and the dents in th
left hand doors.

There is a fantastic flip flop off the bacV

straight which sorts out all of the power

cars and the entry onto the front straight

bit like Phillip Is, a great big curve but

then heads up a steep rise, you need p

of mumbo to get up the hill. The circuit @

used was what in effect was the short

cuit as the long back straight hasn't b

completed yet, they hope to have it re

for 20117 Its a money argument as to

it will happen and hopefully by then th

will have some form of pit shelter build

we have to make do with a tent, a very %

tent as shown here. That is a shot looking east and about 20% of the tent, it house
140 cars so you get the idea. The floor was crushed stone so the girls shoes got a
and our pit bunnies had trouble with the stilettos.

Considering that the circuit is still under construction (concrete was being poured ¢
the event) it will be a great asset to Motor Sport in New Zealand and | would recom
to anyone wanting to compete, it is privately owned and development obviously
been hampered by the restrictions suffered at other circuits that are leased . The d
ment also includes apartments facing the track which can be rented for the weekend
race so the pit crew and visitors can be adequately catered for throughout the day,
great asset to the sport in New Zealand.
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PUKEKHOE

Heart in your mouth sort of
stuff is Pukekhoe, by no
means is it a tricky circuit,
but make a mistake and the,
consequences are expen-p
sive if not fatal.

| still had a vivid picture in

my mind of Jason Richards
backing his car into the
wall in the last V8 supercar

the rear of the car off and |&==
when | saw the track for
the first time | could see
how just an thing could
happen, the result was
obvious. i
| was happy to have driven tHe's and Peter (_?areenflelds
Driving the circuit in a circuit which we hear so muchlfa and they claimed they
Front Engine Special about from our cousins over théere doing 165mph and
brings a new dimension to ditch but | think that it showgiven | was doing 115+
the circuit as there isn't the years of neglect that h&dey made it look like |
much you can do about taken place, combined with thigas standing still. I can
softening the suspension tois that it is shared with a hordgagine what the main
try and ride out the bumps racing facilites and that the§traight at Caversham
and they are bumps and inrule the place, nothing muctyould have been like when
all of the worst places. moves until all of the hors&ruceé McLaren and Jack
There is no or little run off training is finished each mornin%rabhar_“ first came with
and combine that with wet and that is 6 days a week unti}ese nimble little rear en-
slippery grass of a horse about 10.00am. gine cars, they would have
track and you are on a ride :
to nowhere if you leave the
circuit. The Formula 5000
cars were spectacular on
the track and local knowl-
edge showed through.

The weather throughout ¥
the event didn't help and &
one of our races had to be
abandoned as 65mm of
rain fell and the circuit was &
a washout. Drainage is
poor and with the total lack
of facilities at the circuit it
is easy to se€
went to Hamilton. Water #=5=

poured under the now ) )
derelict grandstand come The back straight is apparentReen flying compared with
pits and it was impossible longer than Phillip Is so the caf$her cars of the era. |
to do any work whilst it get up quite a head of steam ghink Pukekhoe is past its
was flowing over the floor, ing down there. | can say thatuse by date.

we had to erect a tent in the was overtaken by the 2.5It. Coo-

pit garage to stop the rain.
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BRUCE McLAREN TRUST

THE EVENT WAS HELD FOR THE
BENEFIT OF THE BRUCE
McLAREN TRUST. THE TRUST
AND ITS TRUSTEES PUT ON A
GREAT SHOW OF MEMROBILLIA
BELONGING TO THEM, WE
VISITED THE TRUST IN
AUCKLAND WHICH IS SITUATED

IN THE ORIGINAL MCcLAREN
GARAGE

PAST EDITIONS

Past editions of the Front Engine

Racing News can be found
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
McLAREN TRUST VISIT

http://www.bruce -mclaren.com

HERE
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http://www.speedwest.net/front_eng_news_past.html

