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Bless Yourselves your Historic!

Not much happening in the
JKL S and Nb. world this
month. That's FER land in
case you haven't caught onto
what front engine racing cars
are yet. Oh and that also in-
cludes 956 Porches' because
they are in too except that
engine’s in the wrong end.
(The exception to the rule)

As nothing much was hap-
pening and having a little bit
of time and a spare corporate
ticket to the Truck meeting,
Brigitte and I decided we
would be spectators instead
of competitors at Barbagello.
Two weeks ago.

That's where I learnt to bless
myself that I'm not running
in contemporary racing and
promised to bless myself
every morning. Firstly it
rained most of the day, on
and off and all of the tin top
cars windows fogged up and

100ondal

then the carnage started,
overtaking on yellow and red
flags and cars ploughing into
one another following safety
cars, rollovers and to make it
worse the trucks were the
well behaved ones.
I am staring to think I best be
copying the drivers hand-
book for a few out
there. Thank god
we have a code

historics.

Glad that we were nice
and warm and stuffing
into the roast dinner and
snacks and as much wine
and beer as we could fit
in we watched the For-
mula Classic guys run in
between the rain showers,
they were very lucky with

ONE OF MANY FORMULA

Group N seemed
to drive fine but
the title fight for
the Tander Trophy
and the Torque
trophy were well |
lets say, it kept me
busy in the tent
explaining  what
was happening out
there and why
there were red
flags and safety
cars and restarts
i and re-gridding,
| you wouldn't
have wanted to
be in race con-
trol and cer-
| tainly not on

CLASSICS

LOTS OF THIS
DRIVING STYLE

the weather I can tell you,
mind you they wouldn't
have had window fogging
like the rest. The rear
engine cars put on quite a
show and look the part
compared with the other
contemporary rear engine
cars.
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PHILLIP ISLAND 2010
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you a bed. be really quick and get you
It is on the same weekend

as the RACV Rally so the Charlie has regrettably

Island will be full of dith-  &iven up the job of organ-
ising the trucking of the

entry off so you don't end
up as an emergency be-
cause its a long way to go

ering types in their veteran and be a spectator.

cars and all of the Accom- cars to the Island and

& / 1
5 If you are intent on stealing modation will be filling passed the mantle to John |
§ some silverware from the up fast. Davies to organise so if |
Victorians next year at . you want to run two |

S Phillip I Classic best you The Western Australian things . Get a booking
E be booking the Accommo- Embassy for the race with John on the truck and I
dation right now because weekend is the Coach- get somewhere to sleep I
the dates have changed man in Cowles and a call and wait till about Novem- |
form previously advertised. to them might just get ber when entries open and |
|
|
|
|
|

-
~

See some of the featured WA cars on the
NZ newsletter Watto is in this month!!!

SERIES

T'he Bruce. McLaren

‘&_Festl_,v.

Hamptﬂowns, Pukekohe s
Jawua “2‘610 NEW ZEALAND

TASMAN REVIVAL e,

PTON DOWNS MOTORSPORT PARK -+ 22-24 IAN 2010
it PUKENOHE PARK RACEWAY o« 29-31 AN b

CELEBRATING

If you want details of the event or entry forms here are some links to follow

http://www.tasmanrevivalseries.com/

http://www.brucemclaren.com/

www.grandprix.org.nz
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CAVERSHAM 2009 REVIVAL

The latest news in from Caversham is a little more encouraging than previously posted but
not all good news. The WAPC has finally given approval for the 2009 November event to
proceed, so another Caversham revival is on the 15th of November. I have ordered the wa-
ter trucks this time so dust wont be a problem. They put in a few conditions to work around
but it wont be a show stopper.

This is all a build up for a recreation of the 1962 AGP in 2012 which the WAPC has some-
what agreed to allow to proceed.

They have thrown up some curved balls. The Harrow road entry is about to be fenced off
and if it makes some bureaucrat happy that he can stuff up a perfectly good road on the
pretext that he is saving bush land sobeit. Like to see how endangered bush can grow up
through Bitumen but I'm sure that they will dig that up soon enough as they already have to
put in the fencing.

The D circuit to the east of the main straight is to be fenced , but at least they are installing
gates at the two ends, don't yet know how big the gate will be or who has the key? Govern-
ments don't like to give too much detail. Then again the road sweeper is 8 meters wide so
they will get a little larger maybe. The roos will soon sort the fence out anyway and if they
don't, I'm sure some enterprising young lad in his Toyota will run it down just like he did
last week and then proceeded to burn the car to the ground. But for god sake don't try and
preserve the circuit we need more areas to dump the wrecks don't we.

The Department Of Housing is meeting with concerned members next week to discuss their
plans which they have before the City of Swan for approval and the City of Swan has made
it patently clear they intend to let the Developer do as they please. No thought for conserva-
tion of the Heritage of our sport.

The City of Swan hasn't heard of Sir Jack Brabham either according to one of their officers,
they needed proof of who he was and if he ever raced there, in fact the officer needed to be
told that there was a race circuit there.

Seems that the developer has impunity form the Govt to develop the T circuit into housing
regardless of what the population has to say on the matter. The emails that were sent in by
concerned members were very helpful in raising the matter to Government and now there
are several MP’s asking why of the Minister and the Department. Thankyou to all who sent
there protest a few hundred more wouldn't hurt.

A petition is being put forward at the Revival so make sure you go and sign it. It will help
those trying to conserve the site to get there point across.

Will keep all posted of the developments as I learn them.
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COLLIE CROWN

WACCO! What a great time at Collie, going back to my roots for a change and running regularity. No I wasn't using
it as race practice, just showing my support for B grade that's all! You know I wouldn't use regularity for racing even
if racing got cancelled, just because I was the only entrant. What I should have done was run in racing with Formula
Classic with the rear engine cars because there were several open wheelers 1 was lapping faster than and I wouldn't
have embarrassed myself at all. Maybe some of the Faster Front Engine cars should enter one of the Formula Classic
races and show them up a little! Any Takers? Now this report is a little stilted I am afraid, so turn off now if it bores
you, but yes I am still the King of regularity at Collie.

We, I mean ME (Brigitte was home with the flu
- (e | 12th & 13h
I had a great time and got to watch all of the other

ll Classes as well, didn't get to see too much of the September
JKL action as I was out the front most of the time Collie Crown

+& cxcept for once when I pointed it into turn one on

cold tyres and it told be what it though of the

whole deal and decided that understeer was the

order of the day. Anyway I rejoined at turn three SEE THE
and actually still did the same lap time so no harm VSCC WEB-
done to the scoring.

The Hurricane driven by our
youngest driver Luke Whistler

- SITE FOR RE-

Got to see the White Mouse every three laps or so to check on Jacks driving , I see you still love to

use the Brakes Jack. Cactus I got to see too and Graeme is still the master of the 360 in the vintage

section. Didn't see any others except when I did my little excursion and Gwen Meredith went past in the Peugeot.
Everyone else I saw were in the mirrors.

That nearly wasn't the case because on the cool down lap in race two, I mean regularity two of course, I went to se-
lect third gear and it spat it back at me, went into the pits and wrapped a shifter around the selector arm and hey
presto it came off in my hand. You hate that when it happens, so when it was only about 20 mins to start time and
changing the shaft takes an hour at least, you do what any other Redcliffe boy does on his early Holden, off with the
selector cover, in with the screwdriver and pick a gear, fortunately I picked top, shoved the cover back on pushed the
car up to the dummy grid and sat there waiting.

When the whistle went I pretended to select a cog and chugged out of pit lane with the clutch smoking a little and got
it to 1000rpm and away we went. Cruelty persisted because the McIntosh machine (The Bartlett Special) popped the
fuel pump on the warm up lap so we did 3 laps behind the pace car with me running at about 800 rpm and the engine
coughing and banging in protest. They finally unceremoniously skull dragged the Bartlett away and we got down to
proceedings, still managed a respectable time with only top gear, In fact it was the only time I got to use top all
weekend.

The real work started then , sneaking into Simons Sterner’s private cave down at the Motorplex and out with the
gearbox, and in with the new and scabbed some gear bag oil of one of the bike fellows and filled her up and topped it
up with the second-hand stuff out of the old box and hey presto fired it up and BUGGAR the clutch slave popped out
and brake fluid poured out everywhere, Simon still grumbling in my ear and out with the slave and nothing wrong
there it seems the clutch fork had fallen off the bearing, kicked myself senseless for being so stupid. Anyway put it
all back together and buggar me its out of alignment?? Pulled the bloody gearbox out again put the fork on properly
this time bolted it all back together again and Buggar me its the same. Getting angry, hungry and cold by now and
pulled the gear box right out this time to discover that the fork has cracked and the bent no wonder it keeps falling
out. Now has anyone got a welder?? No its 9.30pm and they are either on their 10th beer or they have gone to bed.

(Continued on pagB)
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COLLIE CROWN

Scouted around till 10.00
pm before I found a welder
and 3” of 1965 model
welding rod and no helmet.
Will Croft came to the
rescue with a helmet and
1967 model rods so I set to
work and plugged in the
welder to find that I blew
all the fuses. Just about
threw the towel in then I
can tell you. Anyway with
Eddie the electrician in
hand we fixed the wiring in
the building and proceeded
to weld up the fork. Hey
they don't make welding
rods like they used to, the
weld was the best I've done
in years. Finally after about
7 or 8 hours of pulling in
and out the gearbox I got it
all back together and rolled
it out of the shed and
cleaned up Simons cave as
best I could. Wasn't game
enough to fire it up but the
clutch held on the ramp as
I pushed it out and it re-
leased so that was good
enough for me.

Then the unspeakable, I
was drowned in 90 weight
gear oil, brake fluid, coal
dust and clay with a flat
mattress in the van, so I
proceed to pump up the
bed without the adaptor
because I couldn't find it in
the dark at 11.30 at night
and went and had a shower
in the WO 5 mine shower,
well it wasn't frozen be-
cause it was flowing but it
wasn't far off, but no way I
was crawling into the sack
like I was. Midnight, I

NEWSLETTER TITLE

couldn't care less and when I
hit the pillow I was out. Woke
up at some ungodly hour for
the morning you know what
and promptly went straight
back to bed to wake at 7.30
because some inconsiderate

St

sod fired up his race engine !!
What 7.30 jee’s I best get mov-
ing and try the car, had my Co
Co Pops and went down a fired
it up and drove it from Simons
cave to the end of the pit in 1st
and it worked so I went off and
did all of the other thing one
has to do and suited up and
went out in the first event and
creamed them again.

What a day, bit overcast and
cool but no rain like the Satur-
day and not blowing either
track was slippery all weekend
but hey who cares. In the fifth
event things were at there best
so I ran a bit faster and seems I
got to within 0.4 of Steve Wil-
liams best time ever so I was
happy boy 1.01 around Collie
is quite a hoot. And Faster than
a couple of the FF rear engine
cars too.

Poor Steve was a little
cranky about Tom coming
to his home track and win-
ning all day so I let him
have a win and went down
the back for the last run
with 16 year old Luke

Whistler driving in the
Hurricane, had a bit of fun
down there showing Luke
the way and helping where
I could. Pretty much had
the track to ourselves
really because after 6
events and practice some
of the more elderly decided
it was enough or the ma-
chinery decided for them.

So as I said I had a good
time and so did all the oth-
ers, so what was your ex-
cuse!

Where in the Bloody hell
were you!

Photos courtesy of
Shane Cassidy
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WE CAN HAVE AN EVENT FOR :
JKL,NaAND S ATTHE LAST MEET- |
| NG BEFORE THE V88S FUT o)
IEWE HAVE A GRID. IFYOU ARE A !
|
STARTERYOU NEEDTO EMAILME |
A CONFIRMATION SO | CAN :
MAKE THE REQUEST FOR AN .
EVENT SEND INYOUR CONFIRMA- :
|
|
|
|
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TION NOW!!
EMAIL TO

Thomas A. Benson

caterpillars@bigpond.com

PAST EDITIONS

Past editions of the Front Engine

Racing News can be found

HERE
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